
Every new president vows to heal the very divide his party and opponents have spent the last year and billions of dollars magnifying. 
Invariably, the plea translates into “unify by agreeing with me.”

One of President Joe Biden’s first policies appeared to bridge the gender divide by creating a White House Gender Policy Council. 
As someone who served on the Board of the National Organization for Women in New York City, I have seen enormous progress in 
women’s issues, and a need for more.

Simultaneously, for a half century, millions of parents of boys and I have witnessed an ever-growing boy crisis. We see it hurting not 
only boys, but the fathers they may become, and our daughters who seek future young men worthy of their love.

By creating a council for “gender policy” rather than a council for “women,” Biden seemed to be heeding the warning embodied in 
Betty Friedan’s The Second Stage: The liberation of women will plateau if attention to men’s issues does not follow.

The Gender Policy Council’s mission is to help only women and girls. Boys are left out. Fathers are left out. Men are left out. Even 
transgender people and gays are left out—if they are male.

Politically, this is understandable: Men dominate corporate and political power structures. That’s a valid half of the gender picture. 
Here is the missing half: The U.S. currently has seven federal offices of women’s health, and none on men’s health.

The high school graduation rate for boys barely exceeds that for economically disadvantaged students (82 percent versus 80 percent) 
which should make boys a demographic Biden would advocate. And since Biden cares about unemployment, it is relevant that young 
male high school dropouts had more than a 20 percent unemployment rate even before COVID.

Part of the Gender Council’s stated mission is racial injustice. For females only. Yet it is Black males who are 24 times more likely than 
Black females to be shot by police. Victims of racial profiling, such as DWB (Driving While Black) are really DWBM (Driving While Black 
Male). Black prisoners, unemployed and homeless are overwhelmingly male. When it comes to racial injustice, the forgotten half of 
“Black male” is “male.”

The solution? Since the Moynihan Report in 1965, we have known that inner city crime emanated predominantly from the 25 percent 
of Black males growing up in dad-deprived homes. That percentage is now in excess of 70 percent.

We cannot genuinely say Black Lives Matter if our gender policies exclude the re-engagement of Black fathers. Caring exclusively 
about racial injustice for Black females exacerbates racial injustice with sexism.

Our prisoners, our ISIS recruits and our mass shooters overwhelmingly have two things in common: they are male, and they are de-
prived of both dads and positive male role models.

As a devoted dad and family man, Biden is in a strong position to both articulate how dad deprivation hurts, and how boys who hurt 
us (mass shooters and criminals) are boys who are also hurt.
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For Biden to be our healer and unifier we need his courageous leadership for an evolutionary shift. We need neither a women’s 
movement blaming men; nor a men’s movement blaming women. We need a gender liberation movement, freeing both sexes from 
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We are all in the same family boat. When only one sex wins, both sexes lose. Or, in Biden’s words, “Without unity, there is no peace.”

Let’s start with liberal inclusiveness: including boys, their dads and men in a Gender Policy Council. The path to unity and peace is 
caring about everybody.
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